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THE CAST – CONTINUED 

KKaarraahh  HHaauugg  (Ensemble) is from Rapid City, South Dakota. She graduated from Carleton 
College in 2021 with degrees in Dance and Environmental Studies. As a dance and movement 
artist, Karah has trained in many different styles from ballet, Krump to acrobatics. and explores 
dance as it is related to different environments. After serving with an AmeriCorps program in a 
math classroom for a year, Karah is thrilled join Lightwire Theater for her fourth national tour.

TTiieerrnneeyy  LLaawwssoonn  (Ensemble) Tierney has been part of the Lightwire Family since 2009 and is 
thrilled to be back with her favorite humans and creatures to revive her original role as Ugly in 
The Ugly Duckling! After several seasons traveling the world with Lightwire, she decided to settle 
down in Southern California, where she continues to pursue her love of storytelling as a means of 
connection, art, and the magic that can be created with whatever materials are available and a 
bit of imagination. Tierney is so grateful to Ian and Eleanor, and the growing community of 
Lightwire performers and fans, for affording her so many opportunities to create, explore, learn, 
and grow.

TTrriissttaann  RRooddnneeyy  (Ensemble) is a graduate of the University of Technology, Jamaica earning a 
BA. in Communications Arts & Technology. His dance training includes Jamaica’s Quilt 
Performing Arts Company, Ashe, University Dance Society, the Company Dance Theater as well 
as Texas Ballet Theatre. His commercial experience spans Mary Kay’s ‘Friends of Time’, 
Arlington Music Hall, Amway International, Texas State Fair, DIFFA Dallas, Eclipse Entertainment 
and most recently Universal’s Jurassic World. He was a founding member of TMJ Dance Project, 
Ballet North Texas, soloist with Dallas Neo Classical Ballet, company member with Anita Martinez 
Ballet Folklorico, Urban Performing Company, Herrera Dance Project and Beckles Dancing 
Company. Tristan is in his fifth season with Lightwire Theater.

Lightwire Theater has been featured as the winner of Tru TV’s Fake Off (Season One),  
semi-finalists on America’s Got Talent (Season 7) and as finalist on My TF1’s, The Best 
Le Meilleur Artiste in Paris, ABC’s Game of Talents and Italy’s Tu Si Que Vales.

 Internationally recognized for their signature brand of electroluminescent artistry and 
poignant storytelling, Lightwire Theater is based in New Orleans and continues to 

create and deliver innovative theatrical experiences to audiences worldwide including:
 Hong Kong, Taipei, Estonia, Brazil, Russia, Europe, Belarus, China and Abu Dhabi

    MMeennddeellssoonn  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  GGrroouupp  LLLLCC,,  pprroouuddllyy  mmaannaaggeess  aanndd  rreepprreesseennttss  LLiigghhttwwiirree  TThheeaatteerr..  

www.MEGARTSMEDIA.com
A very special thanks to The Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts, who 

commissioned and premiered Darwin The Dinosaur on October 13, 2007, Detroit, 
Michigan.
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About LightwireTM Theater
Lightwire™ Theater is a unique entertainment experience that utilizes light, technology, and 
music to tell captivating stories. Their shows are designed to bring audiences of all ages into a 
fantastical world of imagination.

Lightwire™ Theater has been featured as a semi-finalist on NBC’s America’s Got Talent and 
winner of Tru TV’s Fake Off. The group combines theater and technology to bring stories to life in 
complete darkness and is internationally recognized for its signature brand of electroluminescent 
artistry. 

Co-creators Ian Carney and Corbin Popp met while performing on Broadway in Twyla Tharp’s 
Movin’ Out and bonded over their shared love of art, theater, and technology. After discovering 
“el wire,” they began experimenting with shapes and designs alongside their wives, Eleanor and 
Whitney, creating glowing puppetry that soon took on a life of its own. Their first show, DINO-
LIGHT, debuted in 2007 under Corbian Arts, and in 2012 they officially founded Lightwire Theater, 
ultimately producing six shows.

DINO-LIGHT was the recipient of the prestigious Jim Henson Foundation Grant and the first 
feature-length theatrical production created and performed by Lightwire. In this original storyline, 
a famous scientist with magic powers brings a friendly dinosaur to life. When the dinosaur 
wanders away from home, he discovers a wonderful world full of creatures that light up the 
darkness and help him find the true meaning of love.



2025/26 MARCUS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER STUDENT MATINEE SERIES
Lightwire Theater: DINO-LIGHT

3

TELL THE 
STORY

Retell the story of DINO-LIGHT as a class. See how many 
details you can remember!

DISCUSSION
•	 Professor Henslow: Scientist/Magician/Artist

•	 While magicians only exist in stories, many scientists in real life have 
to draw on their creative capacity as artists to break new ground in 
science. What is the difference between a scientist, a magician and an 
artist? In what ways is Professor Henslow like a scientist, a magician or 
an artist?

•	 Companionship
•	 What friends do Darwin, our dinosaur make on his journey? In what 

ways are they similar and in what ways are they different from him? 
How do they make Darwin stronger? In what ways can your friends 
make you stronger?

•	 Adventure
•	 What did Darwin learn from his experiences? What other 

adventure stories do you know? Is there always a hero? What 
are the characteristics of a hero? Does Darwin have any of these 
characteristics?

ACTIVITIES
•	 Can you retell Darwin’s story from the point of view of another character, 

for example Verla the Ostrich, Peche the Fish or Brutus, the red dinosaur? 
What do they notice that even Darwin didn’t notice?

•	 Tell the story of Professor Henslow’s life before the play begins. Why does 
he decide to create Darwin?

•	 Tell the story of what Darwin does after the play is over.

National Language Standards for English. K-8. Components 5, 6, 7, and 12.
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BUILDING and 
UNDERSTANDING 
THE CHARACTERS

Each character in the DINO-LIGHT story is built from a framework of struts 
and joints covered with black cloth and then lined with electroluminescent 
wire (EL Wire). The wire is attached to a battery pack that the actors wear 
and operate and the wire glows when current is run through it. The building 
process requires knowledge of both art and technology. The designers had 
to solve problems such as how to make a hinge joint that does not stress the 
light wire, or a battery pack that is powerful but not too heavy for the actors to 
wear while moving.

Some of the characters like the dinosaurs or birds consist of costumes 
that the actors wear; others like the fish and the flowers are puppets that 
are manipulated by the actors. There are also many props that the actors 
manipulate such as the staff, the book, the bone, and the heart. 

DISCUSSION
The designers made many artistic choices when they made the characters that 
determine the kinds of roles they play in the story. Some examples are choices 
of color, size, and shape.

How do these aspects affect how you feel about the different characters? 
Would Brutus be so scary if he was tiny or would the fish be so fun if they were 
all white?

ACTIVITY
Draw a picture of three different creatures. Use different colors, sizes and 
shapes to show the nature of these creatures and how they relate to each other.

Can you imagine what your creatures eat, what sounds they make, how they 
walk, if they are friendly, how they behave when they meet other creatures?

National Arts Standards for Visual Arts. K-8 Component 3. 
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BUILDING and 
UNDERSTANDING 
THE CHARACTERS

DISCUSSION
Consider the kinds of choices the actors and director made in order to bring the 
characters to life.

If you were an actor, what would you need to know to make your character 
believable? For example, you might want to know how old your character is, 
how he walks, or what makes her angry.

Can you think of 5-10 other things an actor would need to know about their 
character?

ACTIVITY
Creative improvisation for character development.
Think of an animal you would like to portray. Consider how this animal moves, 
sounds, looks, feels etc.

Now try to embody these characteristics and move through the space the way 
your animal would move.

Next, pay attention to the other animals around you. How does your animal 
respond to meeting the other animals? If your animal is afraid, what does your 
body do?

For an added challenge, gradually allow your animal to become more and more 
human still allowing those animal traits to inform your behavior. Do this activity 
without physically touching anyone else.

National Arts Standards for Theatre. K-8. Components 1 and 2. 
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DISCUSSION
Anybody have any ideas about the nature of light? Is light a particle or a wave? 
Or both?

ACTIVITY
Turn off the lights and hold a flashlight while you move carefully around the 
space. Watch how the light moves. Add another dancer with a flashlight. Trying 
not to let the beams of light collide, continue to add more dancers with more 
lights.

Experiment with patterns and sequences.

National Arts Standards for Dance. K-8 Component 7 

BUILDING and 
UNDERSTANDING 
THE CHARACTERS
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THE CHOREOGRAPHY
The story of DINO-LIGHT is told through movement, gestures, and images - 
much like a ballet. Many of the scenes are carefully choreographed to convey 
specific meaning; there are also scenes where the main purpose is to entertain 
the audience and make them laugh. The choreographers are working with three 
specific parameters that are defined by the nature of the puppets:

FIRST, the effect of the light against a black background creates a two 
dimensional effect.

SECOND, the actors have to try to remain invisible. This means that one actor 
cannot pass in front of another, otherwise they will be back-lit and their bodies 
will show.

THIRD, the puppets or costumes themselves have physical limitations in how 
they can move. For example the legs on the dinosaurs and birds can only move 
in parallel lines, that is the feet must face forward at all times.
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DISCUSSION
Gestures are small movements that have meaning and are often used to 
emphasize things we are saying.

Can you remember some of the gestures used in Darwin that convey emotions 
like joy, sadness, surprise and curiosity? Was it easy to understand what was 
happening even though no words were spoken?

ACTIVITY
Choose three different emotions and see how many physical gestures you can 
find to express each one using your hands, arms, heads, shoulders, fingers, legs, 
or your entire body. Work in pairs or groups and then present your gestures to 
the class.

Next, try to have a conversation using gestures. Notice that it is easier for the 
audience to understand when gestures are performed only one at a time and 
do not overlap. This is similar to when you are talking to someone and each 
person takes a turn to speak.

ACTIVITY 
Create an improvisational score in groups. The score is a set of parameters or 
movement problems that can be applied to the use of space or pathways, the 
timing of movements, or the movement quality. An example of a parameter 
could be that a student can only move in a zig-zag line, or a student has to use 
strong forceful movements coming forward but slow fluid movements going 
backwards.

See the table on Effort Actions for more ideas.

National Arts Standards for Dance. K-8 Component 3 

National Arts Standards for Dance. K-8 Component 4

THE 
CHOREOGRAPHY
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SPACE
Direction, level, 
relationship to others

DIRECT
Stab, punch, and move 
in a straight line from 
one position to the next

INDIRECT
Curve, carve the space, 
circle, spiral, and zig-zag, 
and take a complicated 
pathway from one 
position to the next

WEIGHT STRONG
Stomp, swing, feel very 
grounded, and use tense 
muscles

LIGHT
Flick, dab, and flutter, 
feels weightless

TIME SUDDEN
Quick movements that 
may start slow and end 
with impact, or start 
quickly in an impulse 
and fade out or rebound

SUSTAINED
Continuous movement 
that does not change 
speed

FLOW BOUND
Press or wring, move 
with great muscular 
resistance. Imagine 
moving through thick 
mud

FREE
Gliding, floating, 
tumbling, easy 
movement without 
restrictions

Adapted from the work of Rudolf Laban.

EFFORT 
ACTIONS
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Puppetry is an ancient art form that exists in many different cultures. Puppets 
are used in storytelling to convey simple, clear meaning about universal 
themes such as love, friendship, or discovery. Some examples of different 
kinds of puppets are shadow puppets, hand puppets, a ventriloquist’s dummy, 
marionettes, or the creatures made from light wire in the DINO-LIGHT show. 
Building a puppet can be considered a visual art while a puppet performance 
is part of the theatre arts.

In DINO-LIGHT, instead of using dialogue, the actors use a musical score to 
enhance the atmosphere of the story and the show is choreographed using 
movement and gesture like a dance piece. All the different art forms are 
equally important in telling the story of DINO-LIGHT.

DISCUSSION
How does the music enhance the story telling? How did you feel when you 
heard Brutus’ music (the red dinosaur) or Verla’s music (the ostrich)?

ACTIVITY
Choose or write a poem or story, then choose a piece of music that fits the 
atmosphere of your story. Develop a gesture phrase that illustrates your story.

Can you present your story using gestures and music? See if your classmates 
can follow the meaning of your story.

National Arts Standards for All Arts. K-8: Understanding the relationship between different art forms. 

INTEGRATING 
THE DIFFERENT 

ART FORMS
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ACTIVITIES
•	 Write a review of the performance giving details about the plot and what 

you liked and didn’t like. Who would you recommend to go and see the 
show?

•	 Write a poem about Darwin getting a heart.

•	 Tell the Story of how Professor Henslow discovered his magic powers.

•	 Concoct a magic potion for Darwin to drink. Write down the recipe with 
specific instruction about how to make it. What powers does it give Darwin?

•	 Draw a huge backdrop (the setting for a story) and tell at least three different 
stories that fit the scenery. (For example a spaceship, underwater coral reef, 
school cafeteria.)

•	 Draw a poster to advertise DINO-LIGHT. It must have a picture and a slogan 
and some interesting quotes about the show.

National Arts Standards for Visual Arts, K-8 Component 5. 

INTEGRATING 
THE DIFFERENT 

ART FORMS
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BEHIND THE CURTAIN: FUN FACTS
•	 What you will find backstage at the Dino Light performance?

Hot glue gun, solder iron, zip ties, battery tester, spare battery packs, 
backups, battery recycle box, bike racks to hold the creatures. 

•	 The show runs on approximately 250 batteries. We run on AA and 9V 
batteries. Many of our batteries come from Broadway shows that only 
use their batteries for one performance.

•	 How many feet of EL wire can you expect to see in the show?
Approximately 2,000 feet

•	 It took FOUR YEARS to bring this show to life!

•	 What are some common household items/toys in our costumes?
Skateboard trucks, supper balls, shin-guards, and paint poles. What 
else can you see?



About MPAC’s Student Matinee Series
Student matinees are a series of special abbreviated daytime performances 
for K-12 students featuring internationally-renowned artists. A student 
matinee is the perfect way to bring the arts to life in a fun and memorable 
way. To learn more and view this season’s matinee schedule, please visit 
MarcusCenter.org

Please take a moment to review our House Policies and FAQ. This includes 
our guidelines on safety, accessibility, food and drink, backpacks, cell 
phones, photography, recordings, and more.

Bring your 
      lessons to life!

MARCUSCENTER.ORG | 414.273.7206 | 929 N. WATER STREET, MILWAUKEE

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS STUDENT MATINEE SERIES SUPPORTERS!

https://www.marcuscenter.org/engage-and-learn/student-matinees/
https://www.marcuscenter.org/get-tickets/plan-your-visit/faq/

