
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
November 2, 2022

Media contact:
Mary Jessen, (414) 390-5500

mjessen@muellercommunications.com

MARCUS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES DEPARTURE OF
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Kendra Whitlock Ingram to leave organization in January 2023, Board to launch national search for new leader

MILWAUKEE — Marcus Performing Arts Center (MPAC) announces the departure of President and CEO,
Kendra Whitlock Ingram. Ingram will leave the organization in January 2023 as she accepts the role of President
and CEO of The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, a performing arts organization in Pittsburgh, Pa. The role with The
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust brings Kendra closer to family in her home state of Pennsylvania, while also having a
close personal connection, as she is a graduate of Duquesne University in Pittsburgh and began her career as an
intern with one of the Trust’s member organizations nearly 30 years ago.

"It has been an amazing honor leading this organization and being part of such a vibrant, energizing and growing
arts community," said Ingram. "I am enormously grateful for the support of our donors, Board of Directors,
employees, volunteers and Milwaukee's incredible performing arts community as they welcomed me into this
role and your city. MPAC truly is an anchor for arts and culture for the region, and I look forward to seeing the
continued growth and success of the organization into the future."

The MPAC Board of Directors will launch a national search, working with a recruitment search firm to identify
new leadership that will guide the organization into the future. Members of the MPAC Executive Leadership
Team will assume shared responsibilities until a new leader is named. The interim leadership team will include:
Megan Huse, Vice President of Development; Katie Dillow, CFO & Vice President of Finance and
Administration; and Ken Harris, Vice President of Venue Operations.

“Kendra’s leadership and strong vision guided our organization through one of its most challenging times as our
venue went more than a year without live performances during the pandemic,” said Ray Wilson, Marcus
Performing Arts Center Board Chair. “We’re thankful for her dedication to facing challenges head on and
strengthening the organization with her commitment to racial equity, diversity and inclusion.”

MPAC recognizes and celebrates the contributions Kendra made to the organization, including:
● Building an accomplished Executive Leadership Team, bringing in new talent with the creation of roles,

including new Vice President positions to oversee Programming and Development;
● Advancing the organization’s Racial, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (REDI) work, including the

creation and implementation of the REDI Action Plan;
● Developing the organization’s first Cultural Ambassador Program, naming Donald Driver as the first

Ambassador to help make the performing arts more accessible to underserved youth, families and
communities of color;

● Expanding and diversifying the MPAC Presents lineup of nationally and internationally celebrated
artists with the launch of several new series including Dance, Jazz, National Geographic LIVE, and
Student Matinee Series;

- more -

mailto:mjessen@muellercommunications.com
https://www.marcuscenter.org/redi
https://www.marcuscenter.org/cultural-ambassador-program


● Reimagining the MPAC Campus Master Plan during the pandemic to take advantage of the closure and
make necessary renovations to Uihlein Hall; and

● Continuing the campus renovations with the completion of the outdoor spaces this fall.

Building on these accomplishments, the MPAC Board and Executive Leadership Team are committed to
continuing to expand the organization’s success, collaborating with and unifying diverse groups of individuals to
bring high-quality arts and cultural programming to the region.

"A history of strong leadership has affirmed MPAC as a national leader in the performing arts sector," said
Wilson. "We look forward to continuing the momentum Kendra has helped build under the leadership of her
successor."

About Marcus Performing Arts Center
Established in 1969, the Marcus Performing Arts Center (MPAC) is the premier performing arts community gathering
space in Southeastern Wisconsin, bringing high-quality arts and cultural programming to the region. As a mission-based
501(c)3 non-profit organization, MPAC strives to act as a bridge between cultures and an energizing force for collaboration
and advocacy in the community. The touring Broadway series, sponsored by Johnson Financial Group, is recognized as
bringing the best of Broadway entertainment to Milwaukee since 1996, and provides opportunities to educate, entertain, and
engage audiences. As a presenter, MPAC offers its own diverse arts and cultural programming and outreach, such as MC
Presents, Live At Peck, KidZ Days, ArtsConnect, and additional performances from internationally-renowned performing
artists. The Marcus Center is also home to a variety of resident arts partners, including First Stage, Milwaukee Ballet,
Florentine Opera Company, Black Arts MKE, Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra, and more. MPAC is proud to be a
dedicated War Memorial facility, honoring those who bravely served our country. For more information, visit
www.marcuscenter.org.
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