
 
 

LEGENDARY ENTERTAINER, RITA MORENO, JOINS 
MILWAUKEE SMART TALK LINE-UP 

 
For Release  
 
April 15, 2008 Ð TelevisionÕs first unmarried career woman, Marlo Thomas, is unable to appear 
as scheduled on Tuesday, June 3 as part of The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel SMART TALK 
WomenÕs Lecture Series¨  at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in Milwaukee.  The 
producers of SMART TALK, America's most prestigious lecture series, have been informed by 
management for Marlo Thomas that her current theatrical schedule no longer permits her to 
participate in the 2008 series. Ms. Thomas was scheduled to appear in New Brunswick, NJ; 
Wilmington, DE and Milwaukee, WI. 
 
Replacing Thomas on Tuesday, June 3 at 7:30 pm as the last speaker in the 2008 season will be 
Rita Moreno, the unimaginably talented dancer, singer, Academy Award-winning actress and the 
first female in history to have won an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar and a Tony Award.  
 
"Naturally, we are disappointed that Ms. Thomas will not be appearing with us this year, but our 
patrons will be thrilled with the powerhouse replacement we have secured in Rita Moreno. We 
wish Ms. Thomas success with her ongoing theatre projects,” commented Bob Benia, President, 
SMART TALK Media. 
 
Series subscribers may use their original Marlo Thomas tickets for the Rita Moreno event on June 
3. No new tickets will be issued. Series Subscribers are being contacted by e-mail and in writing. 
Single ticket purchasers are asked to contact the Marcus Center Box Office at 414-273-7206 or 
1-888-612-3500. Due to the nature of live theatre, speaker dates and times are subject to 
change.  
 
About Rita Moreno 
If you were a celebrated entertainer with a longstanding career that included an Oscar, a Tony, 
two Emmys and a Grammy, you might be tempted to coast into retirementÑ unless, of course, 
you're Rita Moreno.  Rita first appeared on stage at the age of thirteen and worked steadily until 
her role as Anita in ÒWest Side StoryÓ catapulted her to worldwide fame. Fighting Latino 
stereotypes all along the way she managed to break the mold and set a precedent for actors to 
be recognized by talent, rather than ethnicity. She gained exposure to a new generation of 
viewers for her role in ÒOZ,Ó the highly acclaimed HBO series. In 2004 Rita was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and to this day she continues to work:  singing, dancing and 
acting her way into our hearts. In a night like no other, Rita will share her range of talent 
intertwining her story with elements that have made her famous.  
 
Tickets for Rita Moreno, with prices starting at $26, may be purchased through the Marcus Center 
Box Office at 414-273-7206 or 1-888-612-3500, or 24 hours per day at www.MarcusCenter.org. 
Tickets may also be purchased through TicketMaster at 414-276-4545 and at all TicketMaster 
locations.  
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